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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Contact: Vicki Merkel, Scholarship and Access Programs Director, 

  541-687-7385; vicki.b.merkel@state.or.us
College Goal Oregon opens at 15 sites around the state

Oregon students get free help filling out financial aid forms with College Goal Oregon.

Eugene, Ore. (12/4/06) Filling out federal financial aid forms can be a daunting task, but there’s help available.  On Saturday, January 20th, Oregon will have its first coordinated statewide effort to help students and families complete the Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA), the required application for most need-based federal, state and campus-based financial aid.

A team of trained volunteers, including financial aid professionals from colleges all over Oregon, will provide assistance and support in person.  Students and families may drop in between 9:00 a.m. and 2:00 p.m. to receive assistance.   Help will include filling out the worksheet, submitting the FAFSA online, and receiving confirmation that the final FAFSA has been processed.  Many locations will have bilingual volunteers to help reach underserved populations in our state.  Scholarship “Search, Apply and Compete” presentations will also be held at every location.  Each site will have a drawing to give away one $500 scholarship and one USB flash drive.

This year’s sites will be: 

· Central Oregon Community College, Redmond

· Chemeketa Community College, Salem 

· Columbia Gorge Community College, Hood River 

· Columbia Gorge Community College, The Dalles

· Eastern Oregon University, La Grande 

· Klamath Community College, Klamath Falls

· Lane Community College, Eugene

· Portland Community College, Cascade 

· Portland Community College, Rock Creek

· Portland Community College, SE Center 

· Portland Community College, Sylvania  

· Rogue Community College, Redwood - Grants Pass

· Rogue Community College, Riverside - Medford

· Southwestern Oregon Community College, Coos Bay

· Tillamook Bay Community College, Tillamook

This event is part of the national College Goal Sunday program that aims to help students who need financial aid access the millions of dollars available.  The program started in Indiana in 1989 and has spread to over 30 states. By 2008, all but three states will be involved. Participating states receive three-year grants from the Lumina Foundation for Education.  For more information about College Goal Oregon, go to www.CollegeGoalOregon.org
The Oregon Student Assistance Commission is the state agency that partners with numerous private donors, the Oregon Community Foundation, The Ford Family Foundation, and financial institutions to administer more than 340 private scholarship programs for Oregon students.  This statewide public/private partnership model is unique in the nation.  The agency also manages the Oregon Opportunity Grant and other financial aid programs for specific student populations.  For more information, call 800-452-8807 ext 7395 or visit www.GetCollegeFunds.org 
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