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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

23 Early Birds Awarded Scholarships by State Agency

EUGENE, Oregon – July 10, 2006
The Oregon Student Assistance Commission (OSAC) has selected 23 college scholarship applicants to receive $500 Early Bird Scholarships for the 2006-07 academic year.  The Early Bird program was developed by the Commission to encourage early filing of applications for the OSAC Scholarship Application, which serves as a single entry point for more than 320 separate scholarship programs for Oregonians. 

“We wanted to recognize and encourage students who are prepared,” says OSAC Director of Scholarships and Access Programs Vicki Merkel. “Of course, it helps our staff manage the massive influx of materials, but we really want to reward good behavior, and that’s where this idea originated.”  The randomly selected awardees range in age from 17-44, with grade point averages from 2.80 to 4.00, and will attend 2-year community colleges and 4-year public and independent colleges here in Oregon and out of state.  

Donors making generous contributions to the Early Bird program this year included the Educational Credit Management Corporation, The Oregon Community Foundation, The Ford Family Foundation, and the Northwest Education Loan Association.

More than 2,400 of the nearly 7,500 applications OSAC received were eligible for the random drawing.  To be eligible, applicants had to submit a complete OSAC application packet postmarked by the February 15, 2006, Early Bird deadline.  Those who missed that deadline were still considered for other OSAC-sponsored scholarships, so long as the long-standing March 1 deadline was met.

For the 2006-07 school year, OSAC will process or award more than 3,500 scholarships totaling more than $13 million to graduating high school seniors, continuing college students (including graduate students), and students who are returning to college after a break in their education.

OSAC has both an online application and a paper application.  The online application can be found at OSAC’s student website at www.GetCollegeFunds.org.  The paper application is available for downloading at the same site and in booklet form at most Oregon high schools and college financial aid offices. The 2007-08 OSAC application booklet will be available in October 2006, in time for the college fairs held throughout Oregon.

OSAC is the state agency that partners with numerous private donors, foundations, and banks to administer more than 320 private scholarship programs for Oregon students.  This partnership model is unique in the nation.  Another important OSAC program is ASPIRE, a one-on-one mentoring program in 83 Oregon high schools that provides students with postsecondary education information and options for funding their education.  The agency also manages the Oregon Opportunity Grant, which awarded more than $23 million last year and will award 70% more in the next biennium due to the commitment made by Governor Kulongoski and the Oregon legislature to help Oregon’s neediest students attend college. More information about these and other programs is available at www.osac.state.or.us
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