									                                                       
                         
ASPIRE Mini Lessons
Middle School





About ASPIRE Mini Lessons:
ASPIRE mini lessons are short worksheets or games that can be used to help students learn more about a particular topic related to postsecondary education. These activities can be used in a classroom setting with a large or small group of students, used by ASPIRE mentors with their students, or students can use then on their own. They are adaptable based on setting, student level, or facilitator need.

The Middle School Collection: 
The Middle School Collection of ASPIRE mini lessons contains a set of five lessons that focus on career exploration and introducing a variety of postsecondary pathways. To get the most out of these mini lessons it is suggested that the facilitator request an OSAC Options Beyond High School presentation or pre-teach a unit on postsecondary education.

Mini Lesson 1- Career Maze
Facilitation Difficulty: 	☐ Easy		☐ Moderate		☒ Difficult
Type of Activity:	☐ Worksheet		☒ Game


Description- This is a career exploration activity. Students will complete two different mazes. At the end of the activity students will be matched with a career based on the choices they made in each maze. This activity is meant to be completed by students individually or in small groups and it includes some discussion questions for classes or mentor-student groups.



Mini Lesson 2- Career Crossword
Facilitation Difficulty: 	☒ Easy		☐ Moderate		☐ Difficult
Type of Activity:	☐ Worksheet		☒ Game


Description- This activity uses a crossword puzzle to help students learn about a variety of careers in the healthcare, life and physical sciences, and art, media, and sports industries. The handout is meant to be completed by students, individually but could be modified for pair work. The activity includes some discussion questions for classes or mentor-student groups. Located within the instructions are activity modifications based on student level.






Mini Lesson 3- College Map
Facilitation Difficulty: 	☒ Easy		☐ Moderate		☐ Difficult
Type of Activity:	☒ Worksheet		☒ Game


Description- This activity helps students learn about different types of colleges and universities located in the state of Oregon. To complete this worksheet students will locate different colleges, including community colleges, public colleges and universities, and private colleges on a blank map. This activity can be completed independently by the student or together in a group. Level of difficulty can be modified based on student level.



Mini Lesson 4- Life After High School Infographics
Facilitation Difficulty: 	☐ Easy		☒ Moderate		☐ Difficult
Type of Activity:	☒ Worksheet		☐ Game


Description- This activity uses flowcharts and infographics to help students learn about a variety of postsecondary educational opportunities including apprenticeships, colleges and universities, community colleges, and military service. It can be completed independently or in groups. It is easily adaptable based on various student needs. 



Mini Lesson 5- This or That? 
Facilitation Difficulty: 	☒ Easy		☐ Moderate		☐ Difficult
Type of Activity:	☒ Worksheet		☐ Game


Description- This worksheet helps students learn more about a variety of postsecondary options including apprenticeships, colleges and universities, community colleges, and military service. Students will be given information about a postsecondary option and will make a selection based on the information they received.














Using Mini Lessons:
Each mini lesson includes 
· An instruction page that helps the facilitator understand how the activity is designed to be used
· Printable activity pages for student use
· Facilitator notes with ideas for modifications and extension activities.
Header
This includes suggested grade levels for the activity and approximately how long the activity takes to complete. 


 [image: ]Facilitator Notes
A Facilitator Notes page is included at the end of the lesson and has suggestions for modifying the activity.
Procedure
This includes step by step instructions. Any handouts needed will included on the following pages. 

Background Information:
This explains the purpose of the lesson. 




A complete list of mini lessons and other helpful resources are located on our website: www.OregonStudentAid.Gov. 

We are constantly adding additional min lessons so please continue to check our website for new content. 

We hope you enjoy this collection of mini lessons.
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Career Crossword


Career Crossword


Career
Crosswords Grade: 6, 7, 8


Time: 15-20 minutes


Background Information: 
This activity uses a crossword puzzle to help students learn about a variety of careers in the  
healthcare, life and physical sciences, and art, media, and sports industries. 


Helpful Vocabulary: 
• Apprenticeship Programs
• Associate Degree
• Bachelor’s Degree


Material: 
• Copies of the following handouts for each student: 


▪ Crossword puzzle 
▪ Crossword clues


Procedure: 
Step 1: Explain that today you are going to learn about different career options available to you by 
completing a crossword puzzle.


Step 2: 
• Hand out a copy of the blank crossword puzzle and the three clue sheets (health career, life and 


physical sciences, and art design, sports, and media).
• Instruct students to use the clues to complete the crossword. 


▪ Note if students are struggling to answer the questions here are some suggestions
◦ Have students work in teams or groups
◦ Encourage students to research
◦ Every few minuets give students a few more letters/ words/ hints.


• All words used in the crossword are job titles. 
• The first letter of each answer is provided.


Optional:
• The Facilitator Notes Page includes a list of answers with O*Net numbers in case students want 


to do additional research or need hints.
• The Facilitator Notes Page includes additional tips for modifying this activity to meet the needs 


of your students.
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Complete the crossword puzzle.  
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Crossword Puzzle Clue Sheet: Healthcare
Careers in the healthcare field: The answers to these crossword clues are all jobs related to the 
healthcare industry including jobs in hospitals, emergency medicine and, community health. Answers 
will be part or all of a job title. At least the first letter of the needed word is provided.


Across:
10. These healthcare workers clean, sterilize, and prepare laboratory and hospital equipment. They 
ensure that equipment is ready for 28 across and doctors to use. You typically need a high school 
diploma for this career. Job Title: Medical Equipment P________


11. 911 Operators often dispatch these healthcare workers to assess injuries, and provide basic 
emergency medical care (usually while 29 across drives). You may need an associate degree for this 
career. Job Title: P________


13. Open wide. These workers provide oral hygiene to patients, asses problems, and advise patients. 
You may need an associate degree for this career. Job Title: D_____ Hygienist


19. Individuals who do this job take the notes and reports created by doctors, 28 across, and other 
workers and transcribe or rewrite them in plain language and add them to patient records. You may 
need an associate degree for this job. Job Title: Medical Tr______________


28. Working alongside doctors and other healthcare providers, these workers assess patient health 
problems and provide care to ill patients. You may need a bachelor’s degree for this career. 
Job Title: N____


29. Turn on the sirens and let’s go we don’t have time to wait. These healthcare workers ensure that 
11 across arrive to the medical emergency quickly and safely. You typically need a high school         
diploma for this career. Job Title: A_______ Driver


Down:
5. By implementing services and programs within a community these healthcare workers improve the 
overall health of an entire neighborhood You typically need a bachelor’s degree for this career. 
Job Title: Community H__________ (answer is two words with no space)


9. Being an MRI ___ is like being a medical photographer. You use machines to take pictures of 
internal organs to help diagnose illnesses and injuries. You may need an associate degree for this 
career. Answer rhymes with impressionist. Job Title: MRI SP________ 


15. Drop and give me 20 push-ups. These healthcare workers help manage and coordinate fitness 
and wellness programs. You may need a bachelor’s degree for this career. 
Job Title: F______ Coordinator


21. Individuals who do this job schedule appointments, bill patients, and compile and maintain     
medical records. They also have a working knowledge of medical terminology. You may need a high 
school diploma for this job. Job Title: Medical S__________
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Crossword Puzzle Clue Sheet: Life and Physical Sciences
Careers in life and physical sciences: The answers to these crossword clues are all jobs related to 
the agriculture, food production, or forestry/ natural resources management. Answers will be part or 
all of a job title. The first letter of the needed word is provided.


Across:
7. These workers support 14 down, 3 down, and 23 across. Ultimately these workers help ensure that 
woodlands are healthy and that the impacts of wildfire are reduced. You typically need a high school 
diploma for this career. Job Title: F_______ Aid


17. Working alongside scientists, these technicians perform tests to determine if our food is safe to 
eat. You may need an associate degree for this career. Job Title: F___ Science Technician


23. If you like long walks in the woodlands then this job is for you. People who do this job help 
replant, maintain, and protect forests and other wild habitats. You may need an associate degree for 
this career. Job Title: F_____ Worker


24. Technicians who do this job support agricultural scientists by preparing and running scientific 
tests, they may also help with animal care, or collecting samples from plants or animals. You may 
need an associate degree for this job. Job Title: A___________ Technician


27. When farmers need help they may call these workers. These specialists analyze things like soil 
conditions, the amount of insects in an area, and how best to water crops to help farmers improve the 
amount of produce they can grow. You may need a bachelor’s degree for this career. 
Job Title: C___ Specialist


Down:
3. People who do this job work with engineers and other professionals to collect data to build maps or 
to verify the accuracy of existing maps. You typically need an associate degree for this career.       
Job Title: M______ Technician


4. These people manage forests. They may help figure out how to protect wildlife habitat or determine 
when to cut down trees for economic benefit. You may need a bachelor’s degree for this career. 
Job Title: F________


8. These green workers plant and grow fruits and vegetables in protected dwellings. You may need a 
high school diploma for this career. Job Title: Gr________ Worker. 


14. Scientists who work in this specialty are focused on how to conserve or protect the environment 
while at the same time making best use of our natural resources. You may need a bachelor’s degree 
for this job. Job Title: C___________ Scientist


26. These workers trap, catch, or gather wild animals or aquatic animals. They may use nets, traps, 
or other equipment. You may need a high school diploma for this job. Job Title: H_____
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Crossword Puzzle Clue Sheet: Art Design, Sports, and Media
Careers in Art design, sports, and media: The answers to these crossword clues are all jobs in the 
arts or sports fields. Answers will be part or all of a job title. The first letter of the needed word is 
provided.


Across:
2. The individuals who do this job record the moving images you see in television, video, or film 
productions. You typically need an associate degree for this career. Job Title: C_____ Operator


6. Smile for the camera. These artists take still pictures of landscapes, people, or merchandise. They 
use lighting and editing tools to enhance the quality of the image. You may need an associate degree 
for this career. Job Title: P___________


12. Individuals who do this job write the music you hear in movies, television, and on the radio. They 
may also conduct or direct musical groups like orchestras or choirs.
You may need a bachelor’s degree for this career. Job Title: C_______


20. Someone who does this job ensures that the merchandise you see in a store is displayed 
perfectly. They may also create displays for trade shows or conventions You may need an associate 
degree for this job. Job Title: M___________


22. Every sports team has one of these people on staff. They prepare a team for competition and 
assess the strengths and weaknesses of the 18 downs. You may need a bachelor’s degree for this 
career. Job Title: C____


30. Taking a document or digital file and making exact copies is essentially what someone who does 
this job would do. You may need a high school diploma for this career. Answer rhymes with sprinter.
Job Title: P______


Down:
1. These workers author scripts, stories, and other material. You typically need a bachelor’s degree 
for this career. Job Title: W_____


16. If you do this job you place plants and flowers into arrangements for celebrations or special 
events or occasions. You need a high school diploma for this career. Job Title: F______


18. People who compete in sporting competitions. They are supported by a 22 across. You may need 
at least a high school diploma for this career. Job Title: A______ 


25. Individuals who do this job may assist 2 across or 6 across by setting up and controlling devices 
that help them see better. Some electrical experience would be helpful. You may need an associate 
degree for this job. Answer rhymes with sighting. Job Title: L_______ Technicians
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Crossword Answer Sheet
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Facilitator Notes 


Overview: 
Career Crossword is a career exploration activity that highlights careers in         
healthcare, life and physical sciences, and art design, sports, and media. Students 
learn about different careers by answering clues and completing the crossword. This       
activity includes 30 clues (30 different careers). Clues are separated by job family 
and the average education needed to enter that job (bachelor’s degree, associate 
degree, or high school diploma).  


Each career description was written using information from O*Net. The complete list 
of careers and their O*Net is listed on the Career Matrix on the following page. 


Extension Ideas: 
This activity is designed to be a short self-contained activity that students can do as a 
group or independently. Facilitators can extend or modify the activity in several ways 
to meet the needs of their students, here are some suggestions. 
• Break it Down: Because the clues are separated by job family you can break the 


crossword into smaller pieces by only giving students one set of clues at a time. 
This way you can spread out the activity over the course of several days. 
▪ If spacing out the activity over several days this provides the facilitator a 


chance to pre-teach some of the job titles. 
• Hide and Seek: If using this activity in a classroom setting the facilitator can 


printout answers on paper and hide them around the room. When students get 
stuck the facilitator can encourage students to “take a walk” around the room and 
see if anything catches their eyes. Similarly facilitators can “hide” some of the 
answers in various lessons earlier in the day. 


• Beat the Clock: In this modification students are given a time limit to solve a 
crossword clue, when time is up the answer is shared.
▪ If using this activity the facilitator might opt to give verbal hints... for example 


our school has one of these and they work in the front office (Secretary).
• Group Work: If using this activity as a group activity you can divide students into 


various different groups to complete answers. You can divide students by job 
family or by education level. Encourage students to share answers between 
groups.


• Backwards Crosswords: In this strategy the facilitator gives students the 
answers but fails to tell them which questions they go to. This is strategy is helpful 
if you are short on time or students are struggling to complete the activity.


• Discussion:  After students have completed the crossword puzzle facilitate a 
discussion. Ask students which careers sounded interesting and which didn’t? 
What classes in high school or middle school could help them enter that career?


• Research: After completing the crossword have student select one career and 
complete an research project on that career. 
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Career Crossword, Career Matrix


Answer Location Job Title O*Net # Career 
Cluster Education


Agricultural 24 Across Agricultural Technician 19-4012.00 Life and Physical 
Sciences  AA Degree


Ambulance 29 Across Ambulance Driver 53-3011.00 Healthcare HS Diploma


Athlete 18 Across Athlete 27-2021.00 Art, Sport, Media HS Diploma


Camera 2 Across Camera Operator 27-4031.00 Art, Sport, Media AA Degree


Coach 22 Across Coach 27-2022.00 Art, Sport, Media BA Degree


Composer 12 Across Music Composer 27-2041.00 Art, Sport, Media BA Degree


Conservation 14 Down Conservation Scientist 19-1031.00 Life and Physical 
Sciences BA Degree


Crop 27 Across Crop Specialist 19-4012.01 Life and Physical 
Sciences BA Degree


Dental 13 Across Dental Hygienists 29-1292.00 Healthcare AA Degree


Fitness 15 Down Fitness Coordinator 11-9179.01 Healthcare BA Degree


Florist 16 Down Florist 27-1023.00 Art, Sport, Media HS Diploma


FoodScience 17 Across Food Science Technician 19-4013.00 Life and Physical 
Sciences AA Degree


Forest 23 Across Forest Worker 45-4011.00 Life and Physical 
Sciences AA Degree


Foresters 4 Down Foresters 19-1032.00 Life and Physical 
Sciences BA Degree


Forestry 7 Across Forestry Aide 19-4071.00 Life and Physical 
Sciences HS Diploma


Greenhouse 8 Down Greenhouse Worker 45-2092.00 Life and Physical 
Sciences HS Diploma


HealthWorker 5 Down Community Health Worker 21-1094.00 Healthcare BA Degree


Hunter 26 Down Hunter 45-3031.00 Life and Physical 
Sciences HS Diploma


Lighting 25 Down Lighting Technicians 27-4015.00 Art, Sport, Media AA Degree


Mapping 3 Down Mapping Technician 17-3031.00 Life and Physical 
Sciences AA Degree


Merchandiser 20 Across Merchandiser 27-1026.00 Art, Sport, Media AA Degree


Nurse 28 Across Nurse 29-1141.00 Healthcare BA Degree


Paramedic 11 Across Paramedics 29-2043.00 Healthcare AA Degree


Photographer 6 Across Photographers 27-4021.00 Art, Sport, Media AA Degree


Preparers 10 Across Medical Equipment 
Preparers 31-9093.00 Healthcare  HS Diploma


Printer 30 Across Printer 51-5112.00 Art, Sport, Media HS Diploma


Secretaries 21 Down Medical Secretaries 43-6013.00 Healthcare HS Diploma


Specialist 9 Down MRI Specialist 29-2035.00 Healthcare AA Degree


Transcriptionist 19 Across Medical Transcriptionists 31-9094.00 Healthcare AA Degree


Writer 1 Down Writer 27-3043.00 Art, Sport, Media BA Degree
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College Map


College Map


College
MAP Grade: 6, 7, 8


Time: 15-20 minutes


Background Information: 
This activity helps students learn about different types of colleges and universities located in the 
state of Oregon. To complete this worksheet students will locate different colleges, including      
community colleges, public colleges and universities, and private colleges on a blank map. 


Helpful Vocabulary: 
• Community College
• Public College or University
• Private College or University


Material: 
• Copies of the following handouts for each student: 


▪ Blank Map
▪ College List
▪ Worksheet 1


Procedure: 
Step 1: Explain that today you are going to learn about the different types of colleges and             
universities in the state of Oregon and where they are located. 


Step 2: 
• Hand out a copy of the “blank map” and the “college list” to each student.
• Instruct students to list as many schools as they can on the blank map. 


▪ Note: All community colleges should go in boxes labeled “C”, public institutions in boxes 
marked “PL”, and private institutions in boxes marked “PR”.


▪ All schools in the Portland metropolitan area including Gresham should be listed in the box 
labeled “Portland”.


▪ All schools in the greater Salem area, including Monmouth, should be listed in the box 
labeled “Salem”.


▪ All schools in McMinniville, Newberg, and Forest Grove should be listed in the box labeled 
“McMinniville and Vicinity”.


▪ All schools in the greater Eugene area should be listed in the box labeled “Eugene”
• OPTIONAL- Once students have completed their maps you may wish to show them a copy of 


the completed map and let them see how they did.
• Have students complete Worksheet 1.


Optional:
• The Facilitator Notes Page includes additional tips for modifying this activity to meet the needs 


of your students.
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Map It!
List the following colleges and universities on the Blank Map. 


Tip- All community colleges should be placed in boxes marked “C”. All public universities should be 
placed in boxes marked “PL”, and all private colleges and universities should be placed in boxes 
marked “PR”. 


Community Colleges (C):
1. Blue Mountain Community College (BMCC)
2. Central Oregon Community College (COCC)
3. Chemeketa Community College (CCC)
4. Clatsop Community College (CLCC)
5. Columbia Gorge Community College (CGCC)
6. Klamath Community College (KCC)
7. Lane Community College (LCC)
8. Linn-Benton Community College (LBCC)
9. MT Hood Community College (MHCC)
10.Oregon Coast Community College (OCCC)
11.Portland Community College (PCC)
12.Rogue Community College (RCC)
13.Southwestern Community College (SWCC)
14.Tillamook Bay Community College (TBCC)
15.Treasure Valley Community College (TVCC)
16.Umpqua Community College (UCC)


Public Colleges and Universities (PL):
1. Eastern Oregon University (EOU)
2. Oregon Institute of Technology (OIT)
3. Oregon State University (OSU)
4. Oregon State University- Cascades (OSU Cascades)
5. Portland State University (PSU)
6. Southern Oregon University (SOU)
7. University of Oregon (UO)
8. Western Oregon University (WOU)


Private Colleges and Universities (PR):
1. Bushnell University
2. Corban University
3. George Fox University
4. Lewis and Clark University
5. Linfield University
6. Multnomah University
7. National University of Natural Medicine
8. Pacific Northwest College of Art
9. Pacific University
10.Reed College
11.University of Portland
12.Warner Pacific University
13.Willamette University
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Name:         Date


Worksheet 1: 
Please answer the following questions. 


1. Oregon has a lot of colleges, how many colleges are located in Oregon? Do you think Oregon 
has more colleges or fewer colleges than Washington? Do you think Oregon has more or fewer 
colleges than Idaho?


2. Which part of the state has the most colleges? Why do you think that is?


 


3. If you wanted to go to school in Eastern Oregon where could you go to college?


4.  List three schools you want to learn more about?   


•  
•  
•


5. Where can you learn more about different colleges in Oregon?
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Facilitator Notes 


Overview: 
The College Map Activity helps students learn about the different colleges and  
universities in the state of Oregon by having them locate and place community 
colleges, public colleges and universities, and private colleges and universities on a 
blank map.


Extension Ideas: 
This activity is designed to be a short self-contained worksheet that students can do 
independently. Facilitators can extend or modify the activity in several ways to meet 
the needs of their students, here are some suggestions. 
• College Where?: This activity is a pre-teaching activity that you can use before 


students complete the map on their own. If using this activity in a classroom place 
signs in four corners of your room listed: Northwest Oregon, Southwest Oregon, 
Northeast Oregon, and Southeast Oregon. Name a college on the list and have 
students physically move to the part of the room where they think the college is 
located. For example, Portland Community College is in Northwest Oregon.


• Daily College: If using this activity as a classroom activity, the facilitator can 
select one college each day, and share a fact about that college with the students. 
Then have students guess where in the state the college is located.


• Simplify It: This activity can be challenging for students, you can make it easier 
by either telling students where some of the colleges are located or filling out 
some of the map before you hand it out to students.


• Earned Hints: This activity can be challenging for students, you can make it 
easier by allowing students to “earn hints”. 


• Group Work:  If completing this activity with a group of students you can give 
each student the location to three or four colleges then have students work 
together and combine resources to complete the map.


• Campus Map: Once students have completed the college map, have them select 
one college to learn more about. Have students create their own map of the 
college campus.


• Near/Far: This is a physical activity that you can use after students have         
completed their map. For this activity divide the room in half and label one side 
near and the other far. List some locations and a college and have student        
determine if the college is near the location or far from the location by moving to 
the appropriate side of the room. Some example statements are below: 
▪ Is Southern Oregon University near California or far from California? 
▪ Is Reed College near Idaho or far from Idaho? 
▪ Is Central Oregon Community College near Mt Hood or far from Mt Hood? 
▪ Is Treasure Valley Community College near our school or far from our school? 
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Life After High  School 


Life After High School 


      repare for             
    


service?


Life After
High School Grade: 6, 7, 8


Time: 10 minutes


Background Information: 
This activity uses flowcharts and infographics to help students learn about a variety of                
postsecondary educational opportunities including apprenticeships, colleges and universities, com-
munity colleges, and military service. 


Helpful Vocabulary: 
• Apprenticeship
• Four-Year College or University
• Community College
• Infographic


Material: 
• Copies of the following handouts for each student: 


▪ Start Page (Flow Chart)
▪ Page 1-4 (Infographics) 
▪ Worksheet 1


Procedure: 
Step 1: Explain that today you are going to learn about different types of educational opportunities 
available to you after high school including: apprenticeships, college and universities, community 
colleges, and military service by reading infographics and completing a worksheet. An infographic is 
a visual representation of information and data. 


Step 2: 
• Hand out a copy of the Start Page and instruct students to answer the questions to complete the 


flowchart. After completing the flowchart students should be sorted into one of four different 
pages located in the puzzle pieces in the center of the page.


Step 3:
• Distribute the Infographic page that matches their puzzle piece from the Start Page to each 


student and instruct them to read through the page. 
• Once students have read through their first infographic students can proceed to the remaining 


infographics (for example if you started on Page 2 you would then proceed to Page 3, then 4, 
and end with Page 1).


• Once students have read all the infographics have them complete the worksheet included with 
this activity.


Optional:
• The Facilitator Notes Page includes additional tips for modifying this worksheet to meet the 


needs of your students. 
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START


Let’s explore some 
options for life after 
high school


Go To Page 1


Go To Page 4


Go To


Page 2


Go To


Page 3


Do you like 
school?


Pick One


Do you want 
real world       


experiences? 


Do you like 
working with 
your hands? 


Do you like 
structure?


How about 
discipline?


BooksTools


YES


Like a lot?


YES


NO
YESNO


NO


Then let’s try this


Are you naturally 
curious?


YES


NO


YESNO


NO


YES


NOYES


NO


YES


Looking for 
adventure?
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Page 1 Let’s learn about 
Community Colleges


Starting with 
the basics


OK, got it!


Social


Vocab- A degree is like the 
college version of a high 
school diploma.


Community Colleges 
offer lots of different 
degrees.


DegreesPrograms


 Certificates


Associate 
Degree


Transfer Degree


Less than 2 years


About 2+ yearsGo to 4-year college


Helps you get a job


Note: Community Colleges 
have lots of programs. 


Some programs help you 
get a job while other 
programs prepare you to 
go to a four-year college. 


Let’s learn more


Most community colleges 
have competitive sports 
programs.


Many campuses have things 
like dances, multicultural 
events, concerts, and lectures. 


Very few community colleges 
have dorms. Most students 
live at home or on their own.


Sports Dorms


Social Events Clubs 
Community colleges are 
active places and often have 
lots of clubs you can join in 
your free time.


17
Oregon has 17 


Community Colleges.


L
i
f
e


Now  
Go To
Page 2


13,000


Last year over 13,000 individuals 
completed degrees or certificates at 


Oregon community colleges.


Pre-
Apprenticeship


Career Technical 
Training


General Studies
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Page 


2


Let’s learn about 
Apprenticeships


What are 
Apprenticeships?


Vocab- Apprenticeship 
programs provide a 
mix of paid work 
experience and    
classroom education 
to help you prepare  
for a job. 


Apprenticeships train 
you for a specific job


Carpenter Plumber Electrician


Power Line Repairer


Hydro Power Plant 
Maintenance


Aircraft Mechanic Machinist Light Rail Technician


and moreBUILD THINGS


WORK WITH ELECTRICITYWORK WITH WATER OR GAS
FIX THINGSWORK IN THE AIR


WORKS OUTSIDE AT LEAST PART OF THE DAY


How can you prepare 
for an apprenticeship?


Now Go To 
Page 3


Learn math


Practice 
using tools


Develop a 
good work 
ethic


Earn
&


Learn


(examples of apprenticeship 
programs in Oregon)


O O


O


O


A A


A


A
W


W W


B


B B B


BBB


F


FFF


F F F


E


E


E EF


F


O A W B F E
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Page 


3


Let’s learn about 
Colleges and Universities


Types of Colleges
and Universities


• At least 25% of student body are 
Hispanic


• May also have the same charac-
teristics of a college or university


• A college or university that 
was originally founded to 
educated students of African 
American decent 


• May also have the same 
characteristics of a college or 
university


 UniversitiesColleges


Historically Black Colleges 
and Universities (HBCU)


Other
• Typically larger in size
• 1 Institution with multiple schools
• May focus on research
• Offers technical programs


• Offers traditional academic 
programs


• Typically smaller in size • Liberal arts colleges
• Tribal colleges
• Division I schools Hispanic Serving


Institutions


What is a major? 
What are degrees?


Vocab- A degree is like the 
college version of a high 
school diploma.


Vocab- A college major is 
the subject you spend the 
most time learning about.


Communication


Music


Science


You can major in just 
about anything


English


and more


Computer 
Science


World
LanguagesBachelor’s Degree- 


4 years to complete


Master’s Degree- 


2 years BUT requires a bachelor’s degree What is College 
Like?


StudyingSportsActivities
Meeting new 


people
Trying new 


things


Now Go 
To Page 4


Starting with 
the basics


We are going to talk about “four-year” schools.          
Elsewhere we talk about Community Colleges or 
“two-year” schools.


Examples of College Majors
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Let’s learn about 
Military ServicePage 4


Branches of Service


Air Force 
Is responsible for aerial 
military operations, 
defending bases, & 
more.


Army 
Is the largest military 
branch. It handles 
ground combat missions.


Marines 
Provides land combat, 
sea-based, and air-ground 
operations support for other 
branches . 


oast Guard 
Provides security, search 
and rescue for            
waterways, seas, and 
cost. 


C


avy 
Protects waterways outside 
of Coast Guard’s               
jurisdiction.


N pace Force 
Trains, organizes and 
equips space forces to 
protect U.S. allied          
interests in space. 


S


ASVAB Armed 
Services Vocational 
Aptitude Battery 


Types of questions
General Science
Math
Reading
Auto & Shop          
Information
Assembling Objects
Mechanical 
Comprehension
Electronics              
Information


Now Go To 
Page 1


Starting with 
the basics


Individuals join the military by enlisting in one of its 
branches. Enlisted members receive training in a job. 
Usually they enlist for a minimum of four years of 
active duty and four years of inactive duty.


obs in the 
    military J


bout 
military lifeA


Many new 
service                 


members live 
on base in barracks, 
dormitories,       
apartments and   
even houses.


Each branch 
has a unique 
uniform and 


has different 
uniforms for formal 
events, physical 
training, and for 
work duties.


Service members 
may be deployed 


around the world to 
complete peace keeping, 


support, or combat missions. 


The military 
offers        
hundreds of         


different careers.


They use a 
test called 
the ASVAB 


to help place you in 
a career.


      repare for             
    


service?
Pmilitary   


Get good gradesBe physically fitResearch your options
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NAME:         DATE


WORKSHEET 1: 
PLEASE ANSWER THE FOLLOWING QUESTIONS. 


1. This activity shared information about a variety of different options for life after high school 
including: Apprenticeships, College and Universities, Community Colleges, and Military 
Service.  Below rank these choices in order from least interesting to most interesting. 


  LEAST INTERESTING: 


  UNINTERESTING:


  SORT OF INTERESTING:


  VERY INTERESTING: 
 
 


2. What made some of these options more interesting than others? What made some options less 
interesting?
 


3. What can you do now to prepare for life after high school? 


4. Why do you think it is important to learn about different options for life after high school? 


5. List three things you want to learn more about? 
▪  
▪  
▪
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Facilitator Notes 


Overview: 
The Life After High School activity provides an overview of several different types of      
postsecondary education including community colleges, four-year colleges or        
universities, apprenticeship programs, and military service. By reading and answering 
questions students can learn a basic overview of each of these options.  


Extension Ideas: 
This activity is designed to be a short self-contained activity that students can do 
independently. Facilitators can extend or modify the activity in several ways to meet 
the needs of their students, here are some suggestions. 
• Fun Facts: After students have read through each of the infographics have them 


go back through each of the infographics and circle facts that they thought were 
interesting. Afterwards have students share some of the facts they found fun or 
interesting, encourage them to explain why they were interesting or fun.


• Group Work: If using this activity in a classroom setting the facilitator can have 
each student complete the “Start Page” individually, then group students into 
small groups based on their answers. Have each group read through one of the 
infographics. Have each group prepare a short presentation summarizing the 
information on their infographic.


• Social Media: For this modification have students draw and caption fake social 
media posts for each of the four different postsecondary pathways. 
▪ If doing this as a group activity post pictures on a wall and have students “like” 


the posts by placing a sticker on them or drawing a emoji.
• Sit/ Stand: In this activity the facilitator selects several facts from the infographics 


and makes up a few false facts. Read each fact aloud and if the students think the 
fact is true have them stand, if they think it is false have them sit. For example: Sit 
or Stand- Oregon has 12 community colleges (False) or Sit or Stand- The Space 
Force is a branch of military service (True)
▪ Optional- You can add some reflective questions too, for example: Sit or 


Stand- I think Apprenticeship programs sound fun (sit if they disagree, stand if 
they agree). 


• Discussion: Instead of having students complete the worksheet the facilitator can 
facilitate a discussion by asking the worksheet questions aloud.


• Research: After completing the infographics have students select one pathway 
and complete a research project on that pathway. 


• Make It: Have students make their own infographic explaining how they might 
pursue one of the postsecondary pathways presented in this activity.


• Mingle and Discuss: When working with large groups have students read 
through the infographics as instructed. However instead of completing the      
worksheet have students walk around the classroom and talk to each other about 
the things they learned. Encourage students to find a new mingle partner every 
few minuets. 
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This or That 


This or That 


This or That
Questions


Background Information: 
This worksheet helps students learn more about a variety of postsecondary options including 
apprenticeships, colleges and universities, community colleges, and military service. Students will 
be given information about a postsecondary option and will make a selection make a choice based 
on the information they received.


Helpful Vocabulary: 
• Community College
• Four-year College or Universities
• Apprenticeship Programs
• Military Service


Material: 
• Copies of the This or That questions for each student


Procedure: 
Step 1: Explain that today you are going to learn about different options available to you after high 
school by completing a quick worksheet.


Step 2: 
• Hand out a copy of the This or That questions
• Instruct students to complete the worksheet. 


▪ For each question students will be asked to make a choice, if at all possible students should 
select only one answer from the choices


Optional:
• The Facilitator Notes Page includes additional tips for modifying this worksheet to meet the 


needs of your students.


Grade: 6, 7, 8
Time: 5 minutes
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This or That Questions-  Page 1


Name:      


1 At a community college you can earn an associate degree or AA degree in about 
two years. With an AA degree you can start a career or go to a four-year college or         
university. What are you interested in?


2 At a four-year college or university you can earn a bachelor’s degree in about four 
years. There are two main types of bachelor’s degrees:  BA or bachelor’s of arts 
degree if you study things like English or drama and BS bachelor’s of science degree if 
you study things like computers or biology. 
If you earned a bachelor’s degree which, would you earn?


3  When you join an apprenticeship program you learn a trade. A trade career is 
typically a hands-on career like plumber, electrician, or construction worker. Because a 
trade career is hands-on that means you don’t spend a lot of time sitting at a desk. 
What type of career would you rather have? 


4 The military has six different branches of service. Some branches of service like the 
Coast Guard and Navy focus on protecting oceans and waterways. Other branches of 
service like the Air Force or Space Force focus on protecting the sky.  The Army 
protects the land while the Marines work on land, sea and in the sky. 
If you joined the military which would you rather protect: 


A Job More School OR


BSBA OR


Hands-OnDesk Job OR


Sea or AirLand OR
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Far AwayClose to Home OR


A Small SchoolA Large School OR


5 Oregon has 17 community colleges across the state. That means you probably 
have a community college near you. Where would you go to college? 


6 One of the cool things about four-year colleges and universities is that there are a 
lot of different types. If you went to a college or university which would you go to?


7 One thing that makes apprenticeship programs unique is that they teach you a trade 
though a combination of classroom schoolwork and hands-on work at a job site. That 
means if you are learning to be a construction worker you spend part of your time in 
classroom learning things like how to measure and cut things and some of your time 
actually building houses. Which do you think you might like better? 


8 The military offers hundreds of different careers. All careers in the military are either 
enlisted or officer. Enlisted jobs require a high school diploma and most involve 
hands-on training. Officer positions require a four-year degree. Many officers are in 
management or leadership positions. Which career would you choose?


 


Learning on a 
Job Site


Learning in a 
Classroom OR


Officer CareerEnlisted Career OR


This or That Questions- Page 2
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Clubs/ Sports
Volunteering/ 
Leadership OR


NoYes OR


Learning ThingsEarning Money OR


Using Entertainment 
OptionsPlaying Sports OR


9 Community colleges are more than just classes and studying, they often have clubs 
and sports as well as volunteer and student leadership opportunities. 
If you went to a community college which would you participate in? 


10 When you go to a four-year college or university you may choose to live in a 
dorm. A dorm is a building where a bunch of students live together. You usually share a 
bedroom and bathroom with other people and eat meals in a cafeteria. 
Would you live in a dorm?


11 Apprenticeship programs are cool because you can earn money and get paid 
while you learn how to do a particular job. Which do you like better?


12 When you enlist in the military you typically serve for four years of active duty but 
that doesn’t mean you are working 24 hours a day. The military offers lots of             
entertainment options like gyms, movies, and bowling alleys. It also offers lots of sports 
programs including golf, basketball, rugby and more. How would you spend your off 
duty time in the military? 


This or That Questions- Page 3
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Facilitator Notes 


Overview: 
The This or That Worksheet provides an overview of several different types of      
postsecondary education including community colleges, four-year colleges or        
universities, apprenticeship programs, and military service. By reading and answering 
questions students can learn a basic overview of each of these options.  


This activity is reflective and encourages students to examine how they would    
think/feel/or act in a variety of scenarios. It is not designed to be an assessment.


Extension Ideas: 
This activity is designed to be a short self-contained worksheet that students can do 
independently. Facilitators can extend or modify the activity in several ways to meet 
the needs of their students, here are some suggestions. 
• Walk the Line: Instead of using this activity as a worksheet you can use this 


activity as a physical activity. Simply divide your room in half and read the      
question aloud and indicate a side of the room for an answer and the other side of 
the room for the other answer. Have students walk to the side of the room that 
matches their answer.
▪ Ask students to explain their answers. 


• One at a Time: If using this activity in a classroom setting the facilitator can use 
the questions as a daily warm-up activity and each day ask a new question from 
the workshop.
▪ You can facilitate this option as a group discussion or short written reflection.


• Debate: In this modification the facilitator assigns groups of students one of the 
questions and assigns one answer per person. Students are then asked to       
construct a persuasive argument in favor of their opinion. For example for      
question number 11 one person would be assigned the position that earning 
money is better than learning new things. 


• Art of the Future: This activity includes lots of information about a variety of 
postsecondary options, after completing the worksheet as instructed the facilitator 
can then have students to select one postsecondary pathway (community college, 
four-year college, apprenticeship, or military service) and have them draw or paint 
what it might be like to pursue that option.


• Discussion:  After students have completed the worksheet facilitate a discussion. 
Ask students which opportunities sounded interesting and which didn’t. What was 
something unexpected or new that they learned? How could they prepare for one 
of these options.


• Research: After completing the worksheet have students select one pathway and 
complete a research project on that pathway. 


• Fake It: After completing the worksheet have students write one or two              
intentionally false This or That Statements. After sharing a laugh have them 
explain why the statement is inaccurate.
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This or That

Questions Grade: 6,7,8

Time: 5 minutes

Background Information:

This worksheet helps students learn more about a variety of postsecondary options including
apprenticeships, colleges and universities, community colleges, and military service. Students will
be given information about a postsecondary option and will make a selection make a choice based
on the information they received.

Helpful Vocabulary:

+ Community College

+ Four-year College or Universities
+ Apprenticeship Programs
Military Service

Material
+ Copies of the This or That questions for each student

Procedure:
Step 1: Explain that today you are going to learn about different options available to you after high
school by completing a quick worksheet.

Step 2:
+ Hand out a copy of the This or That questions
+ Instruct students to complete the worksheet.
» For each question students will be asked to make a choice, if at all possible students should
select only one answer from the choices

Optional:
* The Facilitator Notes Page includes additional tips for modifying this worksheet to meet the
needs of your students.

H\GHERE
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Career Maze


Career Maze


Career
MAZE Grade: 6, 7, 8


Time: 15-20 minutes


Background Information: 
This is a career exploration activity. Students will complete two different mazes. At the 
end of the activity students will be matched with a career based on the choices they 
made in each maze. 


Helpful Vocabulary: 
• Apprenticeship
• Associate Degree
• Bachelor’s Degree
• Portfolio


Material: 
• Copies of the following handouts for each student: 


▪ Maze 1
▪ Maze 2
▪ My Choices Page
▪ Worksheet 1
▪ Results Pages 
▪ Discussion Questions


• Die, Dice App or slips of paper (optional)
• Paper and pencils for students to use


Procedure: 
Step 1: Explain that today you are going to learn about different career options avail-
able to you by completing two different mazes and then answering questions.


Step 2: Maze 1 
• Hand out a copy of Maze 1 to each student, instruct them to start at the top of the 


page where it says “start here”.
• Students will progress through the maze working towards the bottom of the page. 
• To complete this section of the maze students will need to select one of the three 


listed activities (Take a shop class, Be a mathlete, Join a robotics club). Students 
may only select one of these options. 


• Students should backtrack as little as possible. 
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Procedure Continue:


Step 3: Maze 2 
• Hand out a copy of Maze 2 to each student, instruct them to begin the maze at the 


start location that matches their selected activity from Maze 1. 
▪ For example if my activity in Maze 1 was Join a Robotics Team then I would start Maze 2 using 


the Start Robotics section in the middle of the page.
• During Maze 2 students may need to learn a new skill. Students may only learn 1 


skill. Students learn a skill by following the pathway to skill area on the maze and 
circling the skill they want to learn. It is possible to complete the maze without 
learning a skill.


• During Maze 2 students may be asked to complete a portfolio. To complete a       
portfolio students must roll a die (or roll a die using a dice app). If they roll a odd 
number that means they have successfully completed the portfolio and they should 
continue the maze following the Y or Yes pathway. If they roll an even number then 
they didn’t complete the portfolio and should continue the maze following the N 
pathway. Students can also just pick a pathway if they want. It is possible to com-
plete the maze without completing the portfolio. 


• To complete the maze students must enter the space “Go to College” or “Get a 
Job” and circle their choice. 


• Students should backtrack as little as possible. 


Step 4: Results Instructions
• Using the results from the mazes complete the “My Choices” Table. When        


complete the My Choices Table should include which activity in Maze 1 the student           
participated in, which skill they may have learned, if they completed a portfolio, 
and if they went to college or got a job directly out of high school.


• Students can then use the results from the My Choices Table to find the career 
that matches their results. 
▪ For example if I selected “Shop Class” as my activity in Maze 1, and didn’t learn a skill or 


complete a portfolio, and got a job directly out of high school then the career that matches my 
results would Spot Welder.


• Once students have found the career that matches their results they can complete 
the questions on Worksheet 1. 
▪ Optional: If using this as a group activity you can use the worksheet questions as 


discussion questions instead.


Optional:
• The Facilitator Notes Page includes additional tips for modifying this activity to 


meet the needs of your students.
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Start Here


Be a Mathlete Join a robotics clubTake a shop class


Instructions: Work your way through the maze. Complete this section of the maze by 
ending at one of the following activities: take a shop class, become a 
mathlete, or join a robotics club. Select carefully, these activities will impact your future 
career. Once you have completed this maze proceed to Maze #2. 


Maze 1 
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LEARN


Welding
Carpentry


PORTFOLIO


Build a birdhouse
Roll die, if you roll
odd # go Y if even # go N


Get a Job Go to 
College 


LEARN


Computer 
Coding


Electrical
Wiring


PORTFOLIO


Repair a car
Roll die, if you roll
odd # go Y if even # go N


Get a Job


Go to 
College 


Y


Y


N


N


LEARN


To Read 
Blueprints


To Read 
Spreadsheets 


PORTFOLIO


Design a Roller coaster
Roll die, if you roll
odd # go Y if even # go N


Go to 
College 


Get a Job


Y


N


Start Shop Start Robotics Start Math


Instructions: In Maze 2, start in the location that matches your activity from Maze 1. 
During the maze you may learn a skill, you may only learn 1 skill. You may also complete 
a portfolio. End the maze by entering the Get a Job or Go to College space.


Maze 2 
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My Choices
Complete the table below based on the choices you made in Maze 1 and Maze 2.


Results
Find the results that match the your activities and skills learned in Maze 1 and Maze 2. 
Then complete Worksheet 1 when prompted. 


Activity: Yes No


Take a Shop Class


Be a Mathlete


Join a Robotics Club


Learn a Skill


Carpentry Skills


Welding Skills


Electrical Wiring


Computer Coding


Read Blueprints


Read Spreadsheets


Portfolio Complete


Get a Job


Go to College
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Results: Take a Shop Class


Shop Class, Get a Job-
Job Title- Construction Laborer
Description- As a construction laborer you help build houses and other buildings, you 
clean and prepare job sites, dig trenches, put together scaffolding, and assist other 
workers. Oftentimes you do the work no one else wants to do. It isn’t glamorous but it 
is a great way to learn the trade.
Pay- $45,000 a year


Shop Class, Go to College- 
Job Title- Maintenance and Repair Worker
Description- Everything would fall about without you. As a maintenance and repair 
worker you work in factories and test machines making sure they are in good working 
order. You may also complete minor building repairs and install new equipment.
Degree Earned-  Certified Maintenance Technician (Certificate)
Pay- $44,000 a year 


Shop Class, Carpentry, No Portfolio, Get a Job- 
Job Title- Cabinetmaker
Description- Cabinetmakers build wood projects like tables, chairs and cabinets  
using a variety of woodworking machines. While your job can be equal parts math 
and art it seems like most of your customers just want the same basic thing. 
Pay- $37,000 a year 


Shop Class, Carpentry, Portfolio Complete, Get a Job-
Job Title- Carpenter
Description- You build structures made of wood (and comparable material like      
concrete) such as, building framework, rafters, stairways, and window or door 
frames. You also install drywall, or insulation. You often work outside in all kinds of 
weather including rain, wind, and heat.
Pay- $48,000 a year 


Shop Class, Carpentry, No Portfolio, Go to College-
Job Title- Construction Manager
Description- As a construction manager you plan, direct, and coordinate the building 
of homes, and office buildings. You also help design the construction project and 
oversee scheduling, budgeting, and implementation. On a construction site you are 
the person in charge.
Degree Earned- Bachelor’s Degree in Construction Management
Pay- $99,000 a year 
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Results: Take a Shop Class (Continued)


Shop Class, Carpentry, Portfolio Complete, Go to College- Civil Engineer
Job Title- Civil Engineer
Description- You help plan, design, and build roads, railroads, airports, bridges, 
harbors, dams, power plants, and water sewage systems. You build all the things a 
city needs in order to function.
Degree Earned- Bachelor’s Degree in Civil Engineering or Construction Engineering
Pay- $90,000 a year 


Shop Class, Welding, No Portfolio, Get a Job
Job Title- Spot Welder
Description- Spot welders weld pieces of metal together using electrical current, 
pressure, and heat to make things like cars, batteries, and medical equipment. You 
may also use laser cutters or similar machines. 
Pay- $46,000 a year 


Shop Class, Welding, Portfolio Complete, Get a Job
Job Title- Welder
Description-  As a welder you use hand-welding, flame cutting, or brazing equipment 
to join pieces of heavy metal together. To be a successful welder you need to read 
blueprints, cut metal, and smooth molten metal.  
Pay- $47,000 a year 


Shop Class, Welding, No Portfolio, Go to College
Job Title- Plumber
Description- Plumbers assemble, install and repair pipes, medical gas systems and 
heating, water and drainage systems. Basically plumbers work on things like: sinks, 
commodes, bathtubs, water heaters, hot water tanks, garbage disposal units, and  
dishwashers. Plumbers make sure everything is installed according to specifications 
and plumbing codes.
Degree Earned- Registered Apprenticeship: Plumber
Pay- $79,000 a year 


Shop Class, Welding, Portfolio Complete, Go to College
Job Title- Steamfitter
Description- Steamfitters install piping and tubing made of carbon steel, copper, 
plastic, glass or other metals using a variety of processes. These processes include 
brazing, welding, screwing, gluing, bending and mechanical joining. The pipes you 
install may contain gases or other chemicals.
Degree Earned- Registered Apprenticeship: Steamfitter
Pay- $79,000 a year 
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Results: Be a Mathlete


Mathlete, Get a Job-
Job Title- Power Plant Technician
Description- You work in a power plant and make sure that everything is working the 
way it should. Your office is a control room where you monitor equipment and log 
your readings into a computer program. If all goes well you things don’t blow up.
Pay- $48,000 a year 


Mathlete, Go to College- 
Job Title- Financial Advisor
Description- You help private clients build wealth by using math to decide how to 
invest their money. Your job also requires you to stay on top of laws and political 
trends. If you like money and math this isn’t a bad career but be careful your clients 
will be angry if you give them bad advice.  
Degree Earned-  B.S Economics
Pay- $99,000 a year 


Mathlete, Blueprint, No Portfolio, Get a Job- 
Job Title- Lab Technician
Description- You work in a science lab conducting scientific tests making sure that the 
products we use are safe. As part of your job you get to light things on fire and break 
things which is really cool.
Pay- $48,000 a year 


Mathlete, Blueprint, Portfolio Complete, Get a Job-
Job Title- Machinist 
Description- As a machinist you work in a factory running a machine that creates 
parts and tools out of metal. This means you read blueprints and take precise     
measurements to make sure you are cutting things correctly. Sometimes your job is 
like solving a jigsaw puzzle by building the puzzle piece.
Pay- $49,200 a year 


Mathlete, Blueprint, No Portfolio, Go to College-
Job Title- Industrial Engineer 
Description- You plan, and design factories, you make sure that the factory runs as 
effectively as possible. You are constantly testing and redeveloping how people work 
in the factory to maximize production and profit.
Degree Earned- Bachelor’s Degree in Engineering
Pay- $99,000 a year 
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Results: Be a Mathlete (Continue)


Mathlete, Blueprint, Portfolio Complete, Go to College- 
Job Title- Wind Energy Engineer
Description- As a wind energy engineer you help design and build wind power farms. 
This means you help identify where these farms should be built to generate the most  
renewable energy possible. You also get to help design the wind turbines and        
systems that turn wind into power.
Degree Earned- Bachelor’s Degree in Engineering
Pay- $97,000 a year 


Mathlete, Spreadsheet, No Portfolio, Get a Job
Job Title- Office Assistant 
Description- You do the jobs that no one else seems to have time for. This includes 
answering phones, scheduling meetings, paying bills, and keeping everyone           
organized and on schedule. 
Pay- $37,700 a year 


Mathlete, Spreadsheet, Portfolio Complete, Get a Job
Job Title- Accounting Assistant
Description- As an accounting assistant you are in charge of ensuring that everyone 
gets paid and the company has enough money to keep running. You spend your days 
adding numbers to spreadsheets, going to meetings, and helping people solve 
money problems.
Pay- $46,900 a year 


Mathlete, Spreadsheet, No Portfolio, Go to College
Job Title- Financial Investigator
Description- You work with law enforcement and other investigators to investigate          
financial laws. You review bank records, real estate transactions, and other financial 
records to ensure that no laws were broken. 
Degree Earned- Bachelor’s Degree in Accounting
Pay- $79,000 a year


Mathlete, Spreadsheet, Portfolio Complete, Go to College
Job Title- Certified Public Accountant
Description- Show me the money! As an accountant that is exactly what you do. You 
review your client’s financial records to make sure that money is where it is supposed 
to be. You also give advice on financial matters to ensure your clients continue have 
enough money to do what they want.
Degree Earned- Bachelor’s Degree in Accounting
Pay- $75,000 a year 
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Results: Join A Robotics Club


Robotics, Get a Job-
Job Title- Aircraft Line Assembler
Description- Working on an assembly line you help build and install aircraft parts. You 
must be able to read blueprints and use basic tools. This job is repetitive but in the 
end you get to say that you helped build a plane and that’s really cool.
Pay- $76,000 a year 


Robotics, Go to College- 
Job Title- Robotics Technician
Description- Working in a factory your job is to fix and maintain the robotic          
equipment. You are responsible for fixing everything from robotic arms, to automated 
welding machines, and robotic painting machines. 
Degree Earned-  Associate Degree Mechatronics
Pay- $47,000 a year 


Robotics, Computer Coding, No Portfolio, Get a Job- 
Job Title- Computer Support Specialist
Description- All day long people call you in a panic because their computer isn’t 
working. Your job is to fix people’s computers or help them learn how to use their 
computer, phones, tablets and other devices effectively.
Pay- $58,000 a year 


Robotics, Computer Coding, Portfolio Complete, Get a Job-
Job Title- Automotive Service Technician
Description- When a car breaks down, you are the one they call. You take things 
apart, figure out what is broken, use tools and equipment to fix the broken part, and 
reassemble the machine. You also help complete routine maintenance like changing 
the oil, rotating tires, and other similar tasks.
Pay- $47,000 a year 


Robotics, Computer Coding, No Portfolio, Go to College-
Job Title- Video Game Designer
Description- You work on a team of computer scientists and artists to design the next 
great computer game. Your work involves finding and fixing glitches in games and 
helping write the computer code to make the game function properly.
Degree Earned- Bachelor’s Degree in Computer Science
Pay- $79,000 a year 
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Results: Robotics (Continue)


Robotics, Computer Coding, Portfolio Complete, Go to College- 
Job Title- Robotics Engineer 
Description- Your job is to build robots. You build robotic arms for factories that move 
things from one place to another and robotic machines that can weld metal together. 
Degree Earned- Bachelor’s Degree in Engineering
Pay- $97,000 a year 


Robotics, Electrical Wiring, No Portfolio, Get a Job
Job Title- Electrician Helper
Description- As an electrician helper you assist electricians. You do everything from  
holding tools and flashlights, to cleaning the work area and other related tasks. While 
the work isn’t challenging it is a great way to learn more about how to be an           
electrician. 
Pay- $38,000 a year 


Robotics, Electrical Wiring, Portfolio Complete, Get a Job
Job Title- Farm Equipment Mechanic
Description- When a farmer has a broken tractor, harvester or other large equipment 
they call you to fix it. You take things apart, figure out what is broken, use tools and 
equipment to fix the broken part, and reassemble the machine. Your job includes a lot 
of trial and error and no two days are the same.
Pay- $49,800 a year 


Robotics, Electrical Wiring, No Portfolio, Go to College
Job Title- Electrician
Description- You have a highly skilled job. You install electrical wiring, equipment, and 
fixtures. You are also responsible for ensuring that everything is up to code. When 
you do your job correctly it is the brightest job around, when you do it poorly you risk 
setting the job site on fire or worse.
Degree Earned- Electrical Apprentice 
Pay- $80,000 a year 


Robotics, Electrical Wiring, Portfolio Complete, Go to College
Job Title- Electrical Engineer 
Description- As an Electrical Engineer you help build electrical components that are 
used in commercial, industrial, and military products. That means you help build 
electric motors for cars, radar and navigation systems, and power systems.
Degree Earned- Bachelor’s Degree in Engineering
Pay- $100,000 a year 
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Name:         Date


Worksheet 1: 
Please answer the following questions. 


1. After completing both mazes, what career were you matched with? 


2. What are two things you like about the career you were matched with, what are 
two things you don’t like about the career?


 +


 +
 
 -


 - 


3. Look back on your answers on the my choices table, if you selected “Get a Job” 
change that to “Go to College” or vice versa, keep all other answers the same. What 
is your new career and how does it differ from your career in question 1? 


▪ New Career: 
 List differences:


4. Would you be interested in pursuing either your career listed in question 1 or 
question 3 as an adult? Explain why or why not?


5. What are some things you can do to start preparing for careers now? 
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Facilitator Notes 


Overview: 
Career maze is a career exploration activity that highlights careers in manufacturing, 
construction trades, financial services, engineering and others. Students must select 
activities, decide if they want to learn skills, complete a portfolio, or go to college. The 
choices made during the activity will match with one of 30 different careers across a 
variety of career clusters. 


Each career description was written using information from O*Net including estimated 
yearly salary for Oregon as published in winter of 2022. The complete list of careers 
and their O*Net is listed on the career matrix on the following page.


Throughout the activity students make choices about what activities they engage in, 
what skills they may learn, if they complete a portfolio, or go to college. Based on 
these choices students will be matched with a career. Generally speaking high    
earning careers in this activity require more skills and a college degree. It is important 
to note that a higher income doesn’t necessarily mean a better career. This is a 
career exploration activity and as such you cannot “win” this activity. The goal is to 
learn more about different careers in a fun way. 


Extension Ideas: 
This activity is designed to be a short self-contained activity that students can do as a 
group or independently. Facilitators can extend or modify the activity in several ways 
to meet the needs of their students, here are some suggestions. 
• Different Choices: This activity includes 30 different solutions. Have students do 


the activity multiple times and get different results. Have them compare and 
contrast the different careers they are matched with. 


• Research: Students can use the O*Net numbers to complete additional research 
on the career(s) they are matched with.


• Cost of Living: Have students research basic cost of living in your area and 
calculate what sort of house they can afford based on the estimated yearly salary 
of the career they were matched with. 


• Playlist/ DJ: After being matched with a career encourage students to reflect on 
what it might be like to do that job by making a playlist of 3 or 4 songs that remind 
the student of that career. 
▪ Alternatively you can have students create a short video describing the career


• Reverse Snowball: Write each career on a slip of paper then crumple the paper 
into a ball. At the start of the session have a “snow ball fight”. At the end of the 
“snow ball fight” have students select the nearest snowball and that becomes their 
career. They then have to work the mazes backwards in order match the career 
requirements. For example: How would a student need to solve the mazes to be 
an office assistant?
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Career Matrix
Take a Shop Class Learn 


Carpentry
Learn


Welding
Build a


Birdhouse
Go to


College Get a Job


Construction Laborer- (O*Net 47-2061.00) Yes
Maintenance and Repair Worker-  
(O*Net 49-9071.00) Yes


Cabinetmaker- (O*Net 51-7011.00) Yes Yes
Carpenter- (O*Net 47-2031.00) Yes Yes Yes
Construction Manager- (O*Net 11-9021.00) Yes Yes
Civil Engineer- (O*Net 17-2051.00) Yes Yes Yes
Spot Welder- (O*Net 51-4122.00) Yes Yes
Welder- (O*Net 51-4121.00) Yes Yes Yes
Plumber- (O*Net 47-2152.00) Yes Yes


Yes Yes Yes 


Be a Mathlete
Learn 


To Read
Blueprints


Read
Spread-
sheets


Design 
a Roller 
Coaster


Go to 
College Get a Job


Power Plant Technician- (O*Net 49-9099.01) Yes
Financial Advisor- (O*Net 13-2051.00) Yes
Lab Technician- (O*Net 19-4099.01) Yes Yes
Machinist- (O*Net 51-4041.00) Yes Yes Yes
Industrial Engineer- (O*Net 17-2112.00) Yes Yes
Wind Energy Engineer- (O*Net 17-2199.10) Yes Yes Yes


Yes Yes
Accounting Assistant- (O*Net 43-3031.00) Yes Yes Yes
Financial Investigator- (O*Net 13-2061.00) Yes Yes


Yes Yes Yes


Join Robotics Club Computer 
Coding


Electrical 
Wiring


Repair a 
Car


Go to 
College Get a Job


Aircraft Line Assembler- (O*Net 51-2011.00) Yes
Robotics Technician- (O*Net 17-3024.01) Yes
Computer Support Specialist  
(O*Net 15-1232.00) Yes Yes


Automotive Service Technician 
(O*Net 49-3023.00) Yes Yes Yes


Video Game Designer - (O*Net 15-1255.01) Yes Yes
Robotics Engineer- (O*Net 17-2199.08) Yes Yes Yes
Electrician Helper- (O*Net 47-3013.00) Yes Yes
Farm Equipment Mechanic- (O*Net 49-3041.00) Yes Yes Yes
Electrician- (O*Net 47-2111.00) Yes Yes
Electrical Engineer- (O*Net 17-2071.00) Yes Yes Yes


Steamfitter- (O*Net 47-2152.00)


Office Assistant- (O*Net 43-9061.00)


Certified Public Accountant- (O*Net 13-2011.00)
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