HIGHER |-
EDUCATION

COORDINATING
COMMISSION

Direct Admission In Oregon:
Building A Collaborative
Communications Strategy

2025 Fall ASPIRE Conference

Mariana Zaragoza, PhD — Academic Policy and
Authorization

Erin Rau — OSAC Deputy Director

October 3, 2025




Welcome and Connection

“Think of a student or family you’ve supported,
what’s one thing they needed most when planning
for post secondary?”
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What is Direct Admissions?

Oregon high school students are automatically admitted
into higher education institutions based on
predetermined criteria, such as GPA.

Designed to encourage enrollment of eligible high school

students who do not view themselves as college-ready
and/or are not seeking postsecondary opportunities.

Provides them with an official letter that guarantees
college admission at specific colleges and universities.

Reduces the burden and challenges for students to

continue education and training beyond high school.
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How It Works

Improves opportunity for all students, especially “non-
hand-raisers" by sending a letter to every high school
student in Oregon to let them know, based on a few key
academic criteria, which Oregon colleges and universities
are available to them for further post-secondary study.

Current admissions criteria and processes for admissions
at the colleges and universities will not go away. This is
an additional pathway.

Any student on their own may still research, select, and
apply to the colleges and universities of their choice.
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Student Responsibilities

Students must still complete the
university admissions process to secure
their spot.

Must meet admissions deadlines and
provide all requested materials.

Any student, irrespective of GPA, is
eligible to attend any community
college.

Complete FAFSA/ORSSA
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Direct Admissions and Financial Aid

What information is needed for students to be able to make a decision about post-
secondary options?

- What financial aid education should be included in the Direct Admission work?

Is there an opportunity through SB 3 to include Direct Admissions, FAFSA/ORSAA filing,
OSAC state grants and scholarship information in coursework?

How else should financial aid information be communicated to students and families?

- What financial aid information should be included in the Direct Admissions letter?
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Gallery Walk Instructions
./ 1. Move around to each station.
| \; 2. Add your thoughts on a sticky notes.
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e 3. Build on others’ ideas to avoid repeating.
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/N What communication gaps exist now?

 What myths/misunderstandings do you hear
about college admissions?

WA © \What barriers might families/students face
' with Direct Admissions?
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What stood out to you as you moved
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Community Gallery Walk

around the room?

What are some key themes we are
hearing/seeing?
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Erin Rau (she/her/hers)
OSAC Deputy Director
Office of Student Access &

Qu est | ons ? Completion (OSAC)
. Erin.RAU@hecc.oregon.gov

Mariana Zaragoza, PhD

Thank yOU | (Ella/she/her)

Academic Policy Specialist

Office of Academic Policy &
Authorization
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